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REPORT OF US AIR FORCE OFFICER - FORMERLY PRISONER IX KORTH KOREA

Cel Kingsbury, members of the staff, and students of the Sur-
vival Sohool, I will briefly give you the atory'af what happened
to me, and then I will try to give you a few polnters of what I
think you should do in order to survive in case you go down in
ensmy territory.

I was flying F-51's om August 17th, and we were etrafing
enemy positions about 40 miles inside enemy territory. My 6o00l-
ing system wae shot out and T didn't quite make it back to friend-
ly territory. I belly landed about 5 m!llea inside the front lines,
and the area that I bellied into was full of North Korean troops.
This seme area was the ares that was later bombed to hell by the
B=28's when the :UK Forces started their offenaive in Septembsr.
Immediately after getting out of the airplans, the field was sur-
rounded end they continued to fire out over my head at the wreck-
age and I orawled & couple of hundred yards away from the socens
of the accident before I was finally captured. I wee taken into
the hills about 3 to 5 miles from the soene of the agcident, and
they held me there for 2 days and nights. They kept me pretty
well tied up and gusrded during this time. They wired my hends
end feet together with wire and aétually had me tied to a tree
during hours of darkness, in daylight they would untie me, but

I was pretty well guarded, and my chances of escaping at that time
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were, you might say nil. I underwent quite & bit of interrogation
during this period of time. They expected me to know the position

of all of our ground force troops and our artillery around the oity
of Tasgu. They had highlopee of taking the oity of Taegu an@ ending
the war within a couple of weeke. Remember that at this time we

were holding a very small piece of ground beginning at Taegu, on down
along the Nantong River down to the Pugan beach head.

After two days and nights in the hills they decided to take me
to Secul. They told me that they were holding guite & few American
primoners in Seoul, and on the third night of my capture I met a |
Corporal that had been held prisoner there in the hills for 29 days.
He had been co.pt}ured during the fall of Taejon about the 20th of July,
The two of us started marching, and a few hours after our beginning to
march on the first night, we ran into about half & dozen South Korean
prisoners and they tied us all together. There wers 8 of us and they
tied & rope around our wrist and our body, and we had about 6 or 8
guards for the 8 prisoners, so you ses sven then they were making
pretty damn sure that none of us got away. After 2 or 3 nights of
marching we ran into a group of 35 American prisoners and 8 more
South Korean prisoners. Together we all went to Seoul, and we arrived
in Seocul on the 28th of August. Af this time the weather was very
goode It was pretiy hot during the day but the nights were not very

cold, and we were not suffering any at all from the elements. The
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mosquitos however, were giving us quite a fit at night. We were
being fed green applenv and & hand full of rice and s little soup
‘each day. Some of the ground force prisoners that had already
been captured soms 16 or 20 daye at this tims had already begun to
get in pretty poor physioal condition. 4 lot of them had already
ocntracted dysentery. We spsnd about 3 weeks in Seoul, we were
held in a large school building on the south side of the eity.
While we were there we did cur own ocooking, we had a little kitchen
set up, We would build & fire, and had a ooupls of big black pots.
They zave us vegetables, a few dried fish, and we would make & soup
twice a day, and they broughtbread baked in the city and gave us
two pieces each day. We received some medical attention irhilo we
were in Secul - it was very orudo, but quite a few of the fellows
hed been wounded in astion prior to their being captured. They
painted these wounds and bandaged them up, and they actually had a
powdar that was supposed to help the people with the GI'e. I don't
think it aotuslly did any good - scme of these fellows were taking
this stuff every day but I don't think it had any mediocsl walue what
20 ever. |

We heard the naval bombardment of Inchon about the 15th or 16th
of 8eptember, and we were pretiy uﬁro that the UN Forces were making
& landing st Inchon, and that we would be liberated within a few days.
We actually made some plans as to how we were golng to take over the
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prison when we found out for sure that the American troops were
eoming in. We had a fesling that msybe the Horth Koreans would
turn their guns on us &nd maybe try to wipe us all out before,
rether than let us be taken awsy from them by the Amerioan troops.
However, we had plans set up to where we wers going to try and
take over. However, on the night of September 20th, on the apur
of the momsnt, they made us a1l fall out of the building end they
told us we were all going to be taken to Pyongyang, the Worth Korean
capital., At this time, we nad 378 priscners. I was ths only Air
Foroce man in the group - &ll the rest of them were army priscners.
2 or 3 deys later after we 1eft Seoul, we picked up 3 Harine Corps
fellows that had been captured during the invasion at Inchon, and
thet was how we definitely found out that en invaaion had come off
at Inchon. We werse told that we were being taken out of the battle
ares for our own safety. We were also told that in Pyongyang they |
had much better facilities for taking care of prisoners. At that
time they said the;y had some 2000 American prisoners in Pyongyenge
We knew that there had been one large group of prisoners that had
FOIADS gond through Seoul and had already gone up further north bvefore our
group zpt there. One Air Force prisoner in this group was & -
FOIADbE -- o Be29 orew had had to bail out scmewhere up in North
FOIAbS Korea and -had been captured. While I was & prisoner in
the hills before I got to Seoul, they had ghowed me a picture of
4
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FOIAbG -and sevoral of the othor prisoners that were being held in
Seouls, Also, upon our arrival thére the blackboards in each of the
claserooms thei the prisoners wore being held 1o were #ull of namas
of fellows that had Leen there and had already bsen taken on to Pyong-
yang or gome place in North Korea. We started marching that night, and
we were told that we only had to march & short distancs. Althourh only
one man had died while we werse in Seoul, there were quite a faw of thé
fellows that were getting in pretty bad condition by that time and we
kpew that a large perocent of the fellows would nsver be able to make
the 200 miles merch to Pyongyang. Fell we didn't see & train that
night and we marched some 22 miles. W#e marched from 9 o'clock in the
evening until about 9 o'oclook the next morning. The next morning we
were spotted by a flight of 2 Marine Corsaira and we were out in a
wide open spaoa and we expected to be strafed, but we all waved our
rags or anything that we could get our hande on, and these iarine
pilots looked us over very sarefully and when they returned to thelr
base they reported some 300 American prisonsrs weare parching north-
ward on the road leading north ocut of Jeoul. After that we were
spottad several Uimes and aotually on one cocasion & ¢~-47 dropped
%6 cases of "C" rations and *pegh water to us, tut the North Korean
guards took it away from us after we had gathered it up. They did give
us one Gheaterﬂald oigarette each. During the 19 days march from Seoul

B

RESTRICTED

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP54-06338A000100020014-7



Sanitized - Appreved For Release : CIA-RDP54-00338A000100020014-7
RESTRICTED

Report of US Air Foroe Officer - Formerely prisoner in North Korea.

to Pyongyang, BO of our prisoners died or were killed. I don't
remember the exaot figure but I would say 12 to 16 became so weak
that they could not walk under their own powsr so they were shot
by the guards and left by the roadeide. 16 ntljmru. or 18 others
were killed by a flight of F-80's that spotted 15 oxoarts that we
had put some of the fellows that were in pretty bed eonditien one
These oxéarts got about 10 or 15 miles up the road ahead of the
main column and early cne morning, aotually it wae on the morning
of October 5th, this flight of F-80's spotted us and gave us a wbrk~
ing over and 15 of the 60 men in the group wers killed and several
others were wounded pretty badly. Another time F-80's struok one of
the school buildings that we were bsing held in and one man was killed.
The rest of the men died of dyssntery. There were 2 or 3 cases of
preunonia, btut our biggest enemy wes dysentery.

We arrived in Pyongyang on the 9th of October. As we entered
the oity, a Russlan jeep, driven by a Horth Korean scldier, with &
oouple of Russian officers in the beck seat rode by our column and
the two Russian officers shook thelir fists in our fases as they went
by. That pissed us off - we didn't likoy it very much. There wasn't
very much we could do about it at the time though. Well, as we entered
the oity we saw & large Korean hospital, e&nd thers were a number of
Borth Korean woundsd soldiers running around Gutsido all bandagzed up,
and we thought we might be able to get some medical attention #ﬁer we
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got set up in our quarters. We finelly reached a large school builde
ing in the middle of the city and tho;'r put us in about 4 different
roang. We were pretty well orowdsd in there. If we all tried to
lie dm et one time we were packed in there like a bunch of sardines
in a can. It was beginning to get i:retty chilly at nightthough, and
at least being orowded together like this we were able to keep fairly
warm &t night. Mogt of us were pretiy poorly olothed. I was wearing
& summer wolight flying suit only. The Xoreans had taken our shoes away
from us immediately after we wers capﬁured, and quite a few of us were
berefooted and the rest of us had recsived an old paiz? of rubber sneskers
in exohange for our GI shoes. We had ‘praotically worn those out though
by the time we walked from Seoul to Pyongyang in them. After we arrivsd
there tho next day a North Korean Colonel and a Hajor came to talk to
Major McDaniels, who was the ranking American officer in the groups. He
oalled 3 or 4 officers down into this office and we had quite & long
talk to hime We begged him to let us put some of our sick people into
this hospital we had seen, but they absulutely refused to give us any
medioal attention whatsoever. We asked about the other prisoners that
were supposed to have besn in Pyongyang. They told us thak there had
been a large group of prieoners there but they had already been moved
northward towards the Manchurian bordar. They told us that we would not
stay in Pyongyang very long, that we would also be moved further north
within & few days. Mearwhile quite a few of the people in Fyongyang
seemad quite friendly towards these American prisoners. During the
7
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first 4 days we were there we lost 15 men due to dysentery, and we
wore allowed to take these fellows out to a cemetery about half a
mile away to bury them. Tney usually sent 6 or 8 men along with 2

~ pr 3 guards to dig a grave and somé of the natives would oome out and
help the fellows dig and bring them food and oligerettes, and the guards
cﬁdn't mind them tAlking, end during this time the natives bvegen to
slip some of the leaflets that the B-29's bad been dropping all over
town. These loaflets were messages from Jensral MacArthur and they
contained s map of Korea showing tﬁo progrese that had been made up .
to that time. I believe the date on these leaflets was 8th of Ootober.
At that time the American troops had slready crvssed the 33¢h parellel
and we felt that it would not be very much longer before they liberated
the oity of Pyongyang and we would be baok in American hands again.
Well, during this same time some of the oivilian populese of the town
were allowed to come into the sohool yard and talk to use. We were
allowad to sit cutdoors in the sunshine for 2 or 3 hours esch morning
while details of prisonsrs cleaned up the rooms in the school tuild-
ing that we slept in. In this way, sympathetic North Xoreans arranged
for several of us to escape, sctually they wanted Major doDamiels and

one other man and 3gt Kumsgias who apoke very fluent Japanese. Hi&

mother and father were Japanese and he had bsen born in Huwaii. It was

25X1Cod
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25X1Cod
25X1Cod
They said they expeot-
; ed the oity to be liberated on or about the Z0th Ogtober, and this was
about the 1llth or 12th of Ootober. We found out on the afterncon of
25X1Cod October l4th that we were going to move out by train that night so as
25X1C9d soon as it began to got dark the 3 of us
25X1Cod

We had been saving pleces of bread ahd bits of
food for 3 or 4 days and we had managed to get hold of 3 or 4 glass
bottles and we filled these bottles with water and we intended to stay
hidden until the American troops arrived, that is - if we werent't
dlscovered. Even if we received no outside help at all we figufed we
gould hold ocut for a week or even 10 days, and we felt like the Amer-
ican troops would be in the city by that time. The same afterncon b
other prisoners had éone out to bury 2 man thet had died that worning,
and they had esciped from their guards on the way baok to the prison
oamp that night and hid out in a veoated Korean house. These men
&ctually ran down the middle of town and ran right ianto & Rorth Korean
road block ’bﬁt it was dark enough so that you oould not recognise
people at any great distance, and several of the boys yelled "Hongo"
which meant "air-raid" in Korean, aund when they did that everyone
ducked and they ran right through the road block and got into this
veoated Korean house and stayed there for 6 days and nights and were
9
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naver digcovered. They 1ived off of & bag of flour and & jug of

water that had been left in the houses They mixed wdter with the

flour and ate it and that is a1l they had to eat for 6 days. The

Korean sympathizera cams and brought us 3 or 4 blankets and & coup
of jugs of water, and tha% night they camé pack again and brought
fried potato cakes« A couple of days later they brc;igght #ma rice
and parched corn, and they kept us pretiy well informed as to the
position of the Amerioan troops. They told us on the first day
thet they come to see us that the troops were €0 miles away, a_nd
s couple of days later thet they were 38 milee and next day 25, and
the next day they were 12 miles sway. Well on the 5th day I heard
s lieison type airplene buzzing around overhead and we began to
heay srtillery and we felt pretty sure that {4 would just be another
day or so., Ve heard machine gun fire all that night and until about
9 o'clock the next morning. All of & gudden everything wes quié and
bells began to ring all over town, and pretty soon ou¥ fellows that
had been taking care of us cams and told us that the Horth Koreans
nad evacuated the city. 1 wrote a note and gave it to one of these
fellowa and told him to go find some Amerioan troops and bring them
baok and for him to lead the American troops to our hiding place.
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He was gone about 3 hours and came baok and sald he couldn't find any
Amsricen troops, but the oity was oooupisd by South Korean troopsa, 25X1A6d
whioch was actually the case. The Americans had not yet entered the 25X1C9d

oity and the South Koreans had agtually taken over the oity by them-
25X1C9d

selves. Wo decided to oome out anyway, it was about 1 otolock in

e sseoruco: [

gearched by the city police and the guerds, soldiers, that had been
Jeft behind. The night that the rest of the prisoners were taken
25X1C9od
out, 22 prisoners escapsd. There were 3 of us_and 5 on
the burisl deteil end one group of 4 hid someplace clse in the build-
ing and they'woro gaptured & short tims after the other prisoners had
taken offe They were machine gunned and buried right there in the
sohool yard. Ome group of 7 got recaptured and they took them out
the next morning and caught up with the rmain body of prieoneré.
Thers were several others that escaped that night but they have not
11
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been heard from gince. The rest of the priscners were put on a train
and hended northward. They never did get but about 26 mileg north of
Pyongyeng during the following week. They went all this time with no
. Pood whatsoever according to some of the fellows that sctually survived
the masseore. On the 21st of Ooctober paratroopers were dropped in
front of the prisoners, and the North Koreen guards realized that they
were out off and they turned their machine guns on the prisoners. Tou
probably all heard of the msssaore that tock place in the railrcad
tunnel up there. 13 of the prisoners actually survived that were left
for dead. However, they never did ﬂin;i btut 68 bodles « what happened
to the rest of them, we don't know, and we hevs never heard anything
from the other prisoners that had gone on into North Kores ahsad of

We were liberated on Ootober 20th, we came out t'rom_

_ and the next day we were flown back to hospitals

in Jupane. Qut of the originmal 378 prisoners there are about 45 of us

25X1C9d

alive today. At the time I was libersted thers were 259 American air-
men missing in aotion, from the last figures ~ this was about the last
of Ooctobers At the present time,I believe it was about the middle of
Pebruary, I believe ws had 40F missing in aotion, or 405 casualties,
of which 159 were killed in aotion, soms of the remaining 250 wers
wounded, but it didn't zive the exaot figures, I am just gzuessing here,
but I would say that at lesst 100 of this remaining 260 under ordinary
12
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sonditiong you could expect them to be prisonsrs of war. However,
it i3 the general bhelief, and we Seliove at the time that 1 was shot
down that all airmen that go down in enemy territory ara killed almost
imnediately upon being ocaptured. Why they declded not to kill me I
dontt know. Thers was one T-8 pilet that balled out in the Southern
part of Korea, he had been held prisonsr with the group of 35 that I
bumped into on the road and marched iato Seoul with. They ware beat-
ing him up pretty badly when they were interrogating him, and he's
never been heard from since, and there was also a-thst was
& prisoner, he was & navigator on a B-29 orew, and we know that he was
held priscner in Secul for some time before our group arrived, tut we -
don't kunow what has ever happened to hime The & of us are the only &
airmen that we have sny proof of having been held prisoners by the North
xm'eans; At the present time I am the only Alr Force escapes.

I have & oouple of things here that might be of intersst to yous
If you are shot down, if you are captured by the enemy, you will he
'{sgeatad worse and you will be hated worse than ground soldiers. Thosa
people over thera reanlly hate pllots because the Air tJorce is respon-
sible for 75 fo 80% of the cssualties that the North Koreans have
suffered, and our B-29's and fighters have ceused wore dsmmge and have
destroyed more property over there than the ground ferce has. Therefore,
you will be pointed out as being en airmsn, end if at all possibie I |
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would oertainly try to aveid being saptured by those people. If you
do happen to be oaptured, if at all possible esoape early while you
are still in good physieal condition bescause you will bs fed very,
very poorly, end after say 30 days time you will be in a very weaken~
ed gondition. You will have, I would say 76% of you, during 30 days
of saptivity, will, in all probability have dysentery by that time,
and once you get dysentery you are practically done fore I have seen
people die within a week after oontracting dysentery. Also, you mast
nave & will to survive. A lot of the fellows that died in the group 1
wes in sotually zave upe They began to think that they didn't have a
chance of asoaping. They gave up all hopes of ever being rescusd by
the ground forces. They actually just almost quit eating and just
renliged thet they had had it and that pretty soon they would kick
the hucket. If you will be wvery careful in what you eat you will be
able to serounge quite a bit of food. I ate rew sweet potatoes and
raw white potetoes and green corn out of the fields, tut I was very
careful in sating anything ont of the ground. Those people over there
fertilize everything with huma?x mamire. You oan, at least I did and
several of us, eat just the jinside of potatoes, and it didn't make us
siok, and it didn't give us dysentry, We also sorounged quite a few
pumpking and we ate the inside of them, but don't eat the pesling or
rind, Some of the fellows dldn't have the willpower to resist eating
peelings, and they just ate peelings and evaerything, and it sure as
14
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nell made them sicke. You ocan't drink water thet droins out of a rioce
paddy and stay in good hemlth. Sometimes I would zo, end saveral ef
ug that were intersated in our welfare, we wiuld go all dey long

' without taking o drink of water unless we oould determine that the
water wes ooming from higher ground than & rice paddy. The wells
over there ars above the level of the rice paddies snd you can
drink water from e well with a fair degree of safety, or you can
drink fronm & mountain atream, but you ecannot drink water from a
ditoh or from & stream that is draining out of & rice paddy. A lot
of the fellows didn't have the willpower to resist teking & drink of
water cut of « little stream thut we would mrreh through, and I would
gay @ large percent of the dysentery that our Pellowe got wes from
drinking this waters, II' you can esoRpo, or if you zo down in enemy
territory and you are going to walk out, if you oan evade, yru can't
possibly travel during the day because in that part of the world you
look so different from those. people that you will surely bs recognized.
I don't think you can possibly disguise yourself well eoough to travel
any at all during the day. You are going to have to stay in the hills,
and oven in the hills during the night it ie going to be dange-roué. and
you are going to have to be very very careful beosuge there are S0 many,
or I heve found when I was there, 50 many of their troops hide out in
the hills and them come out of the hille during the day, and they go

15
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back into the hills and spend the night and you are going to have
to be very careful how you trevel. TYou probably won't be able to
maks over maybe 6 or 8 miles a night, but you are geing to have to
be cautious to avoid bumping into enemy patrols. As is ftaught hers
in the school, and I would recommend in Eorea or in Russis, don't
try to meke contact with natives except as a last resort. If you
are in a pretty good state of health, if you have same survival
equipment, and you can survive and walk towards friendly territory
without help, I would strongly sdvise that you do se. If you do
have to make contacts, pick out same lone farmhouse, & long distance
from anything slse, watoh it for maybe 2 or 3 days to meke sure there
is ro traffic going in or out, and then get the old man off in the
oorner of & fleld someplece and contaot him and see if he willl help
youe If he would not agree to help you, and if you thought there
was danger of him turning you over to the authorities, I thinmk I
would kill the son of & b---- and bury him right there and nobody
would ever find him. Thet might sound pretty bad, but you probably
den't think much about dropping an atomic bomb and killing thousands
and thousands of psople, but the first time you aver kill a man like
thet it will probably be pretty hard for you, but in war killing is
killing and if you want to live you will probably have to do some
things 1ike that., Of course, if you get caught you can be killed
yourself, and it will be perfectly legal, I gusss according to tha
18
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Interpetional regulations of war, but none of the countries in the
Fer Bast and the Russians either for that matter recognise any of
the rules of the Cenewa Convention, so if it were ms I don't think
1 would worry too much about ite. I would just be thinking of trying
to get the hsll out. It is pretty dangerous to make oontacts even in
§outh Korea. The South Koreans are supposed to be our allies, but I
know of several groups of ground force boys that were cut off in the
hills and they held out in the hills for 6 or & days and had no food
whetscsver, snd up in the hills of Korea there is absolutely no food
to bs had. Fipally they would send a man down to a Korean house .to
get food and the South Koreans were wiiling enough to give food, but
while they were getting the food resdy they would send somebody oub
and by the time the guy got ready to go ok to the hiliu with the
food, why therse would be e group of North Korean soldlers there %o
follow him back. This happened on 2 or 3 occagions, 50 we found out
that we gound not even trust the South Koreans. $o you oan see from
this that it is really going to be risky business trying to make
oontagt anywhere 1n thAt part of the world, |

1 have just about used up a1l the time here, this is about all I
heve to says I will be glad to answer any questions that might be in
your mind:

Question was asked as to what type of interrogation was to be expected
from tho Roril Korecna.

Answer: They, of course, want to know the muaber of alrplanes we have
17
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in the theatre - .5-29'3, P-51's and P-80's, and so forth, and the
armorment load and questions like thet. This business of name,
rank and serial number has been thrown out the window in the Far
Eegt Air Force Hg, and anything you are forced to say under duress
is not held against you, and you cannot get away with just giving
your name, rank and asrial rumber in the Far East, with the Rorth
Foreans anymay, baosuse they would surs as hell kill you if you
gaid my name is s0 and s0, rank go and so, serial number so and 80,
snd that is all I am going to say. They would ghoot you 8o quick
it would make your head swine 1f I were an airoraft commander I
wouldn't want to have any information concerning anything that I
didn't absolutely have to know, and I don't think any orew that
flies over enemy territory should have any more information than
is absolutsly neocessary for him to porfotm that one partisular
misglon.

Question waas aklked if interrogation wes made by Russian offilcere
or by just North Koreans.

Angwert No, while I was in Secul 3 or 4 Rusgians oame out on 3

or 4 ocoagions with North Korean high ranking officers, they came

through the prison end went through the elasercoms and lockod us

over, but nons of the Russians attampted to interrogale us and |

#aid nothing. They just looked at us and pasged on.

Question was asked if interrosation was mide ia Koreaa languaze.

Anawer: Ko, they will always have interpreters. Quite & few pecple
18
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over there gpeak English, and just about every little detachment of
Korean troops there will be somebody who oan speak fairly good Eng-
lighe

Hothing else?

Thank youe
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